
	  
 
In Transit - Abraham 
December 1 / 2 
Romans 4:16-25 
 
The four gospel writers in the New 
Testament – Matthew, Mark, Luke & 
John – set about to tell us who is Jesus.  
All four of them answer the question, 
“Where did he come from?” in their 
own way. Two of them, Matthew and 
Luke, each include a rather long 
genealogy of Jesus.  They are different 
in two ways.  Matthew begins with 
Abraham and Luke begins with Adam.  
From King David, Matthew follows the 
family line of Joseph and Luke focuses 
on the family of Mary.  Both remind us 
that Jesus’ coming into the world was 
part of a Big Plan – God’s plan to save 
us that unfolded generation after 
generation. 
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Welcome 
• Introduce anyone new to the group.   
• Icebreaker:  Are you generally a patient 

or impatient person?  Give an example. 
 

Opening Prayer 
It’s important to begin with prayer.  Even 
if there are people in your group who 
are still questioning whether or not God 
even exists.  Pray that God would help 
each person hear exactly what they 
need through your time together. 

 
Multiplication 
Thom Rainer says that when a person 
joins a church, if they get connected in a 
small group, they are 5 times more likely 
to still be a part of that church 5 years 
down the road.  That is huge!  Think 
about it.  Not everyone who drifts away 
from a church drifts to another church in 
town.  Some will never come back.  So 
helping people find a small group home 
really is a matter of life and death.  What 
this means is that, if we’re going to 
connect people well, we have to have a 
pipeline of new small groups.  Every 
group should have a plan to multiply 
itself and invite new people into 
community.  What’s your plan? 

 
 
Look Back 

• How have you experienced God over 
the past week or so. 

• Have you had a conversation with 
someone that has potentially moved 
them one step closer to Jesus? 

• Pray for one another – that God 
would create opportunities to love 
the people around you and that you 
would have the courage to do so. 

 
 



	  
 
Look Up 

• The gospel of Matthew begins with 
these words:  “This is the genealogy of 
Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the 
son of Abraham.  Abraham was the 
father of Isaac…”  The promise of the 
Messiah was built on another promise.  
God came to the childless Abraham and 
said that he would be the father of a 
great nation.  And that God would bless 
that nation.  And that through that 
nation, God would bless the world.  He 
ultimately did that by sending his son, 
Jesus, into the world through the nation 
of Israel.  God had a long-range plan in 
mind when he first spoke that promise 
to Abraham.  God’s promises often 
unfold much slower than we’d like! 

• Read Romans 4:16-25 several times as a 
group.  Pair up and practice telling the 
passage to each other in your own 
words. 
 

 
 

What especially caught your attention 
as you read this passage?  What did 
you like? What is challenging or 
difficult to understand?  

 
 

• What do you think it was like for 
Abraham and Sarah to get the promise 
of a child when they were both old and 
had never been able to have children? 

 
 

• Have you been in a situation where you 
hoped for something “against all hope”? 

 
 

• Verse 19 says that Abraham had to face 
certain facts – facts that were 
“evidence” against believing God’s 

promise.  If someone were to examine 
your life, what facts could they point to 
that support the idea that God probably 
is not going to do anything significant 
in you or through you?  What promises 
do you hold onto that stand against 
those “facts”? 

 
 
What does this passage say about God?  

What does it say about us? 
 
 

• Read verse 17 again.  God gives life to 
the dead.  God calls into being things 
that are not.  What does this say 
about God?  Have you experienced 
this in your life?  What is something 
that is currently “not” that you are 
praying for God to call into being? 
 
 

• What things can cause you to waver in 
your faith in God?  What can help you 
be “fully persuaded that God has 
power to do what he has promised”? 
 
 
 

Look Ahead 
• Take a few minutes to reflect quietly 

on what you have discussed.  
• What is one thing that God is asking 

you to change in light of this passage? 
• What is the name of the person you 

will share this passage with this week? 
• Take a few minutes to pray for one 

another. 
 


