
 
 
He is Risen, Indeed! 
April 20 / 21 
1 Corinthians 15 
 
There was a saying that was going 
around in the mid-80’s (at least, that’s 
when I first heart it!):  “The main thing 
is to keep the main thing the main 
thing.”  That’s true for pretty much 
every category of life.  There are 
unimportant things, important things, 
and then, well, there’s the main thing.  
If important things are getting in the 
way of the main thing, then something 
needs to change. 
 
That’s why Paul devotes a whole 
chapter to the resurrection in his first 
letter to the Corinthians.  Let’s explore 
how this is the Main Thing for 
Christians. 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Notes: 
________________________________
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________________________________
________________________________
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________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________ 

 

Welcome 
• Introduce anyone new to the group.   
• Optional icebreaker question:  How did 

your family of origin celebrate Easter 
when you were growing up? 

 
 

Opening Prayer 
It’s important to begin with prayer.  Pray 
that God would help each person hear 
exactly what they need through your 
time together. 

 
Developing Prayer Habits 
We’ve just completed a 21-day prayer 
experience.  As you begin your group 
time, why not share some of the things 
each person in your group participated in 
as a part of that.  Doing something 
worthwhile for 21 days is great…but it’s so 
much better if one or more of those 
things can be incorporated into your day-
to-day life.  As a group, talk about how 
you can encourage one another in habits 
like:  daily prayer, extreme prayer, 
praying with others, prayer walking, 
confessing to one another.  What was 
most valuable about the 21-day 
experience and what can you continue 
moving forward? 

 
 
Look Back 

• Over this past week, what is one way 
you saw God move? 

• Is there someone whom you have 
helped take a step toward Jesus?  
Have you shared your story or God’s 
story with someone? 

• Did you follow-through with a step of 
obedience that you shared the last 
time your group met?   

 
 



 
 
Look Up 

• 1 Corinthians 15 looks at the resurrection 
of Jesus through several lenses.  One 
good way to think about the chapter is 
to look at it through the lenses of past, 
present and future.  Paul wants to make 
it absolutely clear that Jesus rising from 
the dead was an actual physical thing 
that happened.  It’s not a legend or 
something that just a handful of people 
cooked up as a pretty good story to 
tell.  No, these things took place 
publicly and were witnessed by many.  
Paul focuses on resurrection past.  But 
he goes on to tell us how it makes a 
difference in our present and is the 
hope we rely upon for our future. 

• Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 17-22 & 50-58 
together several times as a group. 
 

 
What especially caught your attention 
as you read from this chapter?  What 
did you like? What is challenging or 
difficult to understand?  

 
 

• Why does Paul describe the 
resurrection as the most important 
thing in verse 3? 

 
 

• In what sense is our faith worthless 
without the resurrection? 

 
 

• The “firstfruits” would be the earliest 
fruits or vegetables to appear at harvest 
time.  They would be a promise of the 
full harvest that is to come.  Why does 
Paul use this word to refer to Jesus’ 
resurrection in verse 20? 

 
 

 
 

• How have you experienced the “sting” 
of death? 

 
 

• How does Jesus’ resurrection show us 
that our labor is not in vain (verse 58)?  
What difference does that make in 
your life right now? 
 
 

Read the passage again.  What does it 
say about God?  What does it say 
about us? 
 

• What does it say that God planned all 
of this to give us victory through 
Jesus?  (verse 57) 
 
 

• What are some ways that we are 
prone to forget the importance of the 
resurrection?  How can we “remember 
to remember” that Jesus rose from 
the dead…and that there is a 
resurrection for us as well? 
 
 
 

Look Ahead 
• Take a few minutes to reflect quietly 

on what you have discussed.  
• What is one thing that God is asking 

you to change in light of this passage? 
• What is the name of the person you 

will share this passage with this week? 
• Take a few minutes to pray for one 

another. 
 
  


