
	 
 

 
Always Pray and Don’t Give Up 
April 6 / 7 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
Jesus’ heard is that his followers would 
be people of prayer.  He modeled it.  
He taught it.  He encouraged it.  And 
his heart was always to make prayer 
accessible – especially to beginners.  
His model prayer is probably the most 
recited passage of scripture…because 
it’s so easy.  He describes God as a 
loving father who is eager to give us 
good gifts when we ask for them.  This 
week’s passage hits on one of the 
challenges of prayer:  What do we do 
when the answer isn’t immediate?  Do 
we ask one time and leave it there?  Do 
we “pray harder”?  Do we give up?  
Jesus answer:  Pray and don’t give up. 
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Welcome 
• Introduce anyone new to the group.   
• What is something that you have prayed 

for consistently over the recent past? 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
It’s important to begin with prayer.  Pray 
that God would help each person hear 
exactly what they need through your 
time together. 

 
 
 

21 Days Prayer Events 
This past weekend, dozens of people 
took prayer to the streets and prayer 
walked in their neighborhoods and other 
locations around Evansville.  This 
Saturday is another opportunity to 
connect prayer with our community.  
From 9 AM to 1, we will gather at Tepe 
Park.  There, Eric Cummings and Austin 
Maxheimer will teach about 
“Neighborhood Engagement”, and then 
we will put into practice what we’ve 
learned through a service project for 
Community One.  To register, visit 
cccgo.com/21days. 
 

 
Look Back 

• Over this past week, what is one way 
you saw God move? 

• Is there someone whom you have 
helped take a step toward Jesus?  
Have you shared your story or God’s 
story with someone? 

• Did you follow-through with a step of 
obedience that you shared the last 
time your group met?   

 
 



	 
 

 
Look Up 

• The parable Jesus tells in this week’s 
passage is placed by Luke between two 
important prophecies of Jesus.  In Luke 
17, Jesus spoke about the Second 
Coming.  At the close of chapter 18, he 
talked about his impending suffering, 
the mocking, the flogging and his death.  
In between those two big events, we 
are told to pray with persistence.  As 
we read our passage, remember that 
we live our lives in the valley between 
those two mountaintop events.  And life 
in the valley can be hard…which is why 
prayer is so important. 

• Read Luke 18:1-8 together one or two 
times as a group. 
 

 
What especially caught your attention 
as you read this passage?  What did 
you like? What is challenging or 
difficult to understand?  

 
 
 
 

• Put yourself in the place of the widow in 
Jesus’ story.  Knowing what you know 
about yourself, how would you likely 
have handled the situation? 

 
 
 
 

• Some translations say, “…always pray 
and not lose heart.”  Can you relate to 
losing heart when it comes to prayer?  
What are some reasons we might lose 
heart? 

 
 
 

• What are some of the points of 
contrast between this judge and God? 
 
 
 

• What are some things you can do to 
help you “always pray and not give 
up”? 

 
 

 
 

Read the passage again.  What does it 
say about God?  What does it say 
about us? 
 

• How is Jesus’ definition of “quickly” in 
verse 8 sometimes different from our 
own?  Why is this? 
 
 

• What is one area where you can be 
more consistent and persistent in 
prayer? 
 
 
 

Look Ahead 
• Take a few minutes to reflect quietly 

on what you have discussed.  
• What is one thing that God is asking 

you to change in light of this passage? 
• What is the name of the person you 

will share this passage with this week? 
• Take a few minutes to pray for one 

another. 
  


